Tennis

Jlub

marks 50 years

Members look to .next generation

By Sara Buscher
Free Press Staff Writer

SOUTH BURLINGTON
— _The_ Burhngton ‘Tennis

South Burlington

Club, tucked away on Eagst
Terrace, may be easy 0
overlook — but like any.. fami-

ily tradition, it's- hard to for-l

get.
Today, the c]ub is st111 a
member-owned nonprofit;
with tennis and ‘paddleball
courts, a pool, clubhousé and
summer tennis and “ swim

adults.

John Carpenter says from -
the clay courts'to ‘the: mem-
bership roster, few things at
the club have changed over
the years: Many of the origi-
nal member families’ names
remain on:the list, as their
children' continue the tradi-
tion of tennis:matches and
swim: meets for then' own
children. -

Carpenter was among
those who founded the Bur-
lington Tennis Club 50 years
ago. He remembers his wife
Corinie; carting "a“carload: 6
children to play tennis
matches at nearby camps’in
and adult
ieets Where “the kids

C the club has anew
pool;‘and a new clubhouse
" that: Carpenter calls an im-
provement over the earliest.
. structure on the premises.

. ““We had one cabin, about..
the size of a fishing shanty,
where:people would huddle
when it rained,” he'recalls: -

" He says he’s been playing
tenms since: he'could walk:
His father served as tennis
coach atthe Umver51ty of
Vermont for.decades. : : ,

" 'Neatly 90 years later, Car-
penter.”. still. plays " twice. 4.

;

and his wife will mark two

-milestones: the 50—year ‘anni- -

versary of the tengnis club he
helped organize, and 61 years:
of ‘marriage, which the Cart
penters-will celebrate Satur-
day :

Carpenter’ ‘said the club
was forméd to ‘meet a need
in the community, as he and

~—-~programs~for~— ouths—and—other -“veterans-back-from-the—

war married, “ settled down
and started famllles o

“The “families "~ naturally
gravitated toward each
other, Carpenter-said. “And
when we got all these kids
together — we had'to figure
out what to do with them.”}""

He and several others ral-
lied to build a family recrea-
tion, area offenng tennis
courts and‘a swimming pool,
which they.named the But-
lington Tennis Club,

A five-acre parcel west of

- Williston Road} and - east -of

“§iiitable site (a miajor consid:

eration was that it be within
biking distancé of Burling-
ton). Founder Dana Bray do-
nated a portion of the land,
.and the club purchased the
remainder for $5,000.

The total project budget.

.- assumed $5,000 for the land,

~ $16,000 for the tennis courts,
" $30,000 for the pool, and
$20,000 for construction of
the clubhouse. Money. to
"build the club was raised
through® the " issuance of .
10-year, $100 debenture .
bonds to be paid back at 45°
. percent interest.

. Construction of the first.
/'six clay courts began in No-

Courtery photos

Barb Thompson, Cale Twutchell Betsy Davis and Bert Kussarow (from Ieft) take to the
courts at the Burlington Tennis CIub m this undated courtesy photo. BELOW: A club

membershlp card. from 1958

vember 1957 and the pool
was built the next spring.
Yearly membership dues
were $100 per family, $50 per |
single” adult,”.and $15 for a
junior memberslnp

*'  Géne Richards has sérved”

five years as.club president,

instead of a“typical two- to
three-year: term, because he -

says he feels a responsibility’
to preserve the:facility:
ub:" has
tempted : by " /developers to
sell in the past, but Richards
said that; wouldn’t - be the
rlght thing to do.

~The family environment
Carpenter and others envi-
sioned remains.

- Richards = said -they’re.
looklng forward to building.a.-
‘new paddle-ball court and an
“addition -for indoor recrea-*
‘tional ‘activities, to expand
the:"club’s ‘use year-round.

been '

Plans are also under way for

a wiffleball field.-

© “I 'want to make sure it’s

there . for the next gener--

ation,” he said.."It’s vely,

. very special.” .
-‘Carpenter’ has kept a lus-'

tory of newspaper clippings
and photographs through the

years, and assembled ‘themn
in a scrapbook.

“While 50 years doesn’t
mean that much to some, to
a few peéople still around, it’s
kind of amilestone,” he said. *

‘Contact Sara Buscher at 651-4811

or sbuscher@bfp.burlingtonfree-
press.com




